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USC calls for more state funds
Administrators hope for more
‘rational model’ for allocation
Colin Campbell

CCAMPBELL@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

There’s pie on t he table — and
all of South Carolina’s colleges and
universities are hungry.
The debate, as usual, is over the
divvying up of the slices. One thing’s
been made clear, though: There isn’t
any more coming out of the oven.

Gov. Nik k i Haley held a higher
education summit Wednesday with
representatives from the state and
several South Carolina universities
to discuss reforming the allocation
system of state funding.
T he topic i s h igh-pr ior it y for
USC officials, who have long griped
about the lack of taxpayer money the
university system receives — less than
10 percent of its overall budget this
year.
“A ny ex pectat ions t hat f u nding

will be restored to previous levels are
unrealistic,” said USC Provost Dr.
Michael Amiridis. “We never had that
expectation. The hope is that we get
a rational model for how the pie is
divided.”
Amiridis said it’s not clear to him
exactly what the current model is, but
it’s stagnant and needs to be updated.
“It’s based on a historic, traditional
model,” he said. “Some years ago it
SUMMIT ● 4

A FAIR NIGHT

Fried Food, Crowds and Cows: South Carolina State Fair’s opening night

Caroline Baity & Sal Costa

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

h ile t he smoke
from cigarettes and
turkey leg venders
mingled in the air
above the loud and twinkling
opening of the South Carolina
State Fair, one woman in
overalls sat in a quiet barn
surrounded by a few men
drinking beer and six cattle
chewing hay.
“I am the fourth generation
as far as dair y farmers go
in my family,” said Amanda
Lutz, the owner of Sunny Day
Farm. “Dad had a farm, and
he milked until I was about
7 and we sold out and kept
the cattle. Then, I started
milking for a farmer near us,
and I’ve been in the business
ever since.”
Lut z a nd her hu sba nd
ow n a nd op er at e Su n ny
Day Farm in Chester, S.C.,
which is home to 75 head
of cert if ied Jersey catt le.
The six cappuccino-colored

W

cows with dark noses and
velvety ears lowed gently at
passing children who ran up
to pat their flanks. Six more
are ex pected to make a n
appearance before Saturday’s
Jersey cattle show, which
will judge the cows based on
appearance and anatomy —
which determine how healthy
and profitable the cows are.
“Our oldest cow here will
be seven in January,” Lutz
said. “She puts out about 10
gallons of milk a day and just
came off vacation.”
By vacation, Lutz meant
t hat t h is pa r t ic u la r cow
hadn’t been milked for a while
because she was pregnant.
Other cows in the barn were
d r y or not bei ng m il ked
because they had not had a calf
— a prerequisite to producing
milk. Most Jersey cows can
produce an average of seven
to eight gallons of milk a day,
according to Lutz; she has 69
cattle currently producing.
Photos by Kelsey Duncan / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Children, students, adults and seniors flooded the Fairgrounds
Wednesday for the first day of the South Carolina State Fair.

Gates open at 3 p.m. Wednesday Oct.
10, 10 a.m. on following weekdays ,
9 a.m. on Saturdays , and noon on
Sundays

FRIDAY OCT. 12

THURSDAY OCT. 11

Hot Chelle Rae
7 p.m. at Pepsi Grandstand

Paso Fino Horses
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Abernathy Arena
Famously Hot Chefs
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at WLTX stage
Sea Lion Splash
throughout the day at South Gate

Thursday
72°

49°

Friday
81°

55°

USC to release audit on
$19.6 million plant soon
Universit y officials met with
Johnson Controls , the company
that built its failed $19.6 million
biomass plant, on Tuesday to talk
about alternative solutions for the
building.
W h i le USC ch ief f i na nc ia l
officer Ed Walton wouldn’t disclose
exactly what those talks entailed
since it’s a contractual matter, USC
President Harris Pastides said at a
board of trustees meeting last week
that the university will continue to
work with Johnson to repurpose
the building in whatever capacity
possible. He insisted the company
has good intentions of providing a
working source of energy for USC.
USC administrators had hoped
the facility, on the corner of Sumter
and W haley streets near Stone
Stadium, would produce 85 percent
of USC’s energy by burning wood
chips and save the university $2.1
million a year. The plant was closed
after working for only 98 days.
As part of the contract it signed
when it agreed to take on the project,
Johnson is paying the university
back the full $19.6 million in $2.1
million annuities. A USC audit of
the plant contract will be released
sometime this month, Walton said.
— Compiled by Colin Campbell,
Editor-in-Chief

Fair showcases
green student
organizations
Groups promote sustainability
at Russell House Patio event

FAIR ● 2

MUST-SEE EVENTS

Failed biomass
plant to be
repurposed

Commerford and Sons Petting Zoo
all day at Academic Avenue

SATURDAY OCT. 13
O.A.R.
7 p.m. at Pepsi Grandstand
Dairy Cow Show
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Abernathy Arena

SC State Fair Princess and Prince
Pageant
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at WLTX Stage

SUNDAY OCT. 14
Dress Your Dog Contest
3 p.m. at Moore Building
Horse, Donkey and Mule Day
12 p.m. to 6 p.m. at Abernathy Arena
Swine Costume Class
1 p.m. at Swine Arena

Several groups concerned about
environmental issues gathered for
an information fair Wednesday
to educate passers-by about the
different ways to “go green” and be
eco-friendly.
The event on the Russell House
Pat io was par t of Sust a i nable
Carolina’s Sustainability week.
Students were able to gather up
free items from some tables and
sign up for more information on the
organization at others.
Among these groups were the
South Carolina EcoReps, a group
that works in residence halls to
educ ate t hei r peer s on bei ng
sustainable and environmentally
friendly, and Students Advocating
f o r a G r e e n e r E n v i r o n m e nt
(SAGE), which promotes education,
awareness and activism for the
environment on t he USC campus
a nd a r o u nd t he c o m mu n it y ,
according to the group’s website.
RidePost also set up a table to
promote its ride-sharing website,
wh ich encou rages st udent s to
carpool, another environmentally
friendly option.
Je n n i f er Ta r a s k ie w ic z , t he
program coordinator for Palmetto
State Clean Fuels Coalition, praised
t he universit y for its usage of
alternative fuel.
“ U S C i s r e a l l y g o o d w it h
alternative fuels, you guys have the
hydrogen buses and shuttles that use
biodiesel fuel. You guys have a good
plan,” Taraskiewicz said.
— Compiled by Charnita Mack

Thompson Square

Apple’s approach

Clowney matures

The married country
couple and Colt Ford
opened the State
Fair’s Pepsi Grandstand Wednesday
night.
See page 8

Columnist Wojciech
Danak claims Apple
must adapt its approach if it wants
to maintain record
profits.
See page 7

Sophomore defensive end Jadeveon
Clowney is a threeyear player, coach
Steve Spurrier says.

See page 12
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MUST-SEE
ATTRACTIONS
FOOD
While the normal spread of
fair foods will be abundant with Polish and
Italian sausages, funnel cakes and deep-fried
Oreos, make sure to take a bite of the more
unique delicacies. This year, the raspberry
chicken sandwich is highlighted on the menu
alongside fried cheese curds and the Elvis
— a bacon-peanut butter-banana burger
delight. If you lose that meal after one too
many rounds on the Tilt-a-Whirl and need
to refi ll, Doreen Sullivan, president of the
marketing and advertising company No
Posts Bills, suggests to “indulge your primal
side and grab a turkey leg!”

ANIMALS

Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Ferris wheel will light up Columbia’s skyline next to Williams-Brice Stadium until the fair’s close on Oct. 21.
FAIR ● Continued from 1
With 69 healthy cows, Sunny
Day farm can produce 8,500 pounds
of milk in two days, she said.
“We get about $20 for 100 pounds
of milk, which sounds like a lot but
our cost of production is more than
what we’re getting paid for our milk
because of the drought and rising
feed costs,” Lutz said.
In order to make ends meet Lutz’s
husband works a job off the farm.
Lutz also sells replacement cows to
other farms.
“If we were living off milkmoney, we’d starve to death,” a
fellow farmer said as he downed the
last of his Dos Equis.
The life of a farmer is not an easy
one. Lutz begins her day around 4
a.m. and heads out to the barn to
milk the cows and feed the calves
their breakfast milk. Throughout
the course of the day, she cleans
their stalls, deal with any health
issues in the herd and takes care
of the maternity pens. The days
end around 6:30 p.m., though Lutz
could continue working through the
night if a cow is calving or ill.
“It can make for a long day,” Lutz
explained. “I never get a day off,
but I love it. I wouldn’t want to do
anything else.”
Meanwhile, State Fair visitors
wandered around with their heads
titled back, dazzled by the lights and

atmosphere.
Lines of people drifted around
nearly every vendor stand, especially
ones selling signature foods such
as donut burgers, funnel cakes,
elephant ears and candy apples.
“I’ve been coming to the State
Fair for almost 50 years, since I was
a little girl,” Betty McQuatters said,
holding hands with her husband
Joe.
They said that the fair isn’t as
much fun now as when they were
younger, but they still enjoy looking
at the exhibits. The most fun, they
said, comes from watching their
granddaughter and her friend ride
the rides and play the games.
“My favorite thing about the
fair is definitely the fried food,”
said Cassidy McQuatters , Betty
and Joe’s granddaughter. “I’ve been
coming here since I was really little
and I always get something to eat.”
A f ter hearing about t he
“raspberry chicken sandwich,” a
deep-fried chicken breast nestled
between two raspberry donuts,
Cassidy McQuatters commented
that it sounds “like something I
would puke on.”
The fair offers a wide variety
of food to the more adventurous
patrons. But for those looking for
more classic cuisine, there’s plenty
of funnel cakes and Wisconsin
cheese bites.
“Nowhere else in the world can

you eat a turkey leg like this,” said
Chris Keitt, who was tearing into
a massive leg while his son was
working on a candy apple. “I’ve
been coming here since I was a kid
and it doesn’t get better.”
The food and the cattle barn are
just a couple of the attractions for
people all around South Carolina
to come and spend some time at
the fair.
W he n f a i r - g o er s a re done
enjoying their bizarre foods — like
the Elvis (a bacon-peanut butterbanana burger) — they can make
their way over to all the rides and
games the fair has to offer. Games
like shooting a basketball for the top
prize of a Rastafarian monkey with
blood-shot eyes, were a big hit on
opening night.
For the ride junkies, the fair
has plenty of to satisfy people of
all ages. Slip ‘N Slides were set up
for the younger children enjoying
their fair experience, while college
students and young adults gripped
the handrails of more intense rides
and screamed at the top of their
lungs.
After a day full of screaming,
eating and playing, people pouring
out of the fairgrounds then had
the pleasure of a much more calm
ride — in standstill traffic.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

If the cows are
too busy chewing their cud in Abernathy
Arena and the camels keep trying to spit on
you, take a stroll over to the Commerford
and Sons Petting Zoo and check out the
elephants. According to the fair’s website,
you can even indulge your inner cowboy
and “mount up,” but whether they mean
straddling an elephant or a pony is unclear.
If you’re in a “Farmer John” kind of mood
on Sunday be sure to check out the Horse,
Donkey, and Mule Fun Day where — at
your own risk — you can tr y to milk a
“wild” cow, rope a calf or watch folks race
their mules and donkeys. Paso Fino horses
will be exhibited today only from 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. in the Abernathy Arena, and the
youth horse show is on Oct. 21, the fi nal day
of the fair.

EXHIBITS

As always, the
fair is hosting a number of exhibits to check
out when you need a break from the lingering
scents of livestock and concessions. The
fair has teamed up with One Eared Cow, a
blown-glass company in Columbia, to bring
a work of art to the Ellison Building. The
hand-blown piece showcases nature’s four
seasons and will be available to see every day
of the week.

PEOPLE

Ah, the people of the
fair! From the farmers to the carnies to the
father yelling at his 12 children to “stop
poking Ol’ Bessie in the eye!” and “quit tryin’
to straighten out Wilbur’s tail!” the people
are what really make the fair something
special. With over 500,000 expected to
attend, the crowds will undoubtedly be just
as entertaining as the fair itself. So while
you’re eating an Elvis, take a load off and
spend a few minutes people-watching. It may
be the most interesting experience you have
all year.

CONCERTS

Last but not
least are the array of musicians that will be
featured as Pepsi Grandstand acts this year.
Acts include O.A.R., Hot Chelle Rae, Boyz
II Men, Doobie Brothers, Jake Owen, and
several others.
Kelsey Duncan/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Brian Almond/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Attractions at the South Carolina State Fair range from livestock and exhibits to thrill rides and fried foods.

— Compiled by Caroline Baity
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SUMMIT ● Continued from 1
probably was an equitable way to
allocate funding. But the institutions
are changing — now it’s not.”
USC President Harris Past ides
pressed the issue in his State of the
Universit y address last month . He
challenged legislators, ask ing, “At
what point will South Carolina take
on the hard issue of looking at how
institutions are fulfilling their mission
of educating South Carolinians and
rewarding those that do a good job?”
A foc us of t he su m m it was
“accountabilit y-based funding” —
or allocat ing based on what each
i n s t it ut ion do e s t o e d u c at e t he
state and how well they place their
graduates in jobs.
“This merit-based approach is going
to allow schools to work harder,”
Haley told reporters afterward. “It’s
going to allow smaller schools to
excel. Larger schools then have to
prove themselves. And in the end, the
students and the parents win.”
Pa s t i d e s p r o m o t e d U S C ’s

Andrew Askins/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

USC President Harris Pastides called for an increase in state funding at his annual State of the University address in September.
enrollment and its online Palmetto
College initiative as indicators of the
university’s mission to educate as
many South Carolinians as possible.
USC’s chief financial officer, Ed
Walton, made the point that USC is
at the top of most categories it could
be evaluated on, citing its graduation
rate, enrollment and diversity.
“If you hold them accountable,
y o u ’r e g o i n g t o f i n d U S C a s
accountable as anyone could possibly
be,” Walton said.
Both Amiridis and Walton spoke
to the importance of USC operating
a s a pr i v at el y-f u nde d bu s i ne s s
without losing its focus on academia.
“In order for it to carry out its
m i s s io n , it ’s g o i n g t o h a v e t o
be responsible and accountable,”
Walton said.
Amiridis addressed the dichotomy
between operating as both a business
and public university. He referenced
prog rams l i ke Cock y ’s Read i ng
Express , which he said are losing
money from a business perspective,
but are crucial for the state.
“We are privately funded, but we
are publicly minded,” Amiridis said.
“For that to happen, you have to have
responsible leadership. We will run

like a private business, but preserve
the public mission of the institution.”
Walton said USC has worked to
stay “competitive” and expects it will
do well when the reformed funding
process is eventually unveiled.
Haley directed a comment at USC
af ter t he conference, say i ng t he
funding process will need to focus on
more than football ticket sales or how
big a university is.
But A m i r id i s s a id it ’s not t he
Columbia campus he worries about
— it’s the satellite campuses, like
Beaufort and Upstate , which have
increased enrollment, but have seen
no bump in funds.
“Institutions in the system are not
getting their fair share,” he said.
Walton was reassured by the talks,
though. He said it was “one more step
towards South Carolina recognizing
that higher education is a public good
and must be protected.”
“We’re figuring out as a state how
it is best funded,” he said. “We didn’t
get the answer by any means but we
took a step down that path.”

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

day
at the
Saturday, October 13th
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Cello Professor Robert Jesselson, whose parents escaped from Germany during World War II, said he was thankful for the chance to help shape the USC School of Music.

Professor talks personal history

Wear
W
ea Garnet & Black on Friday and you could win a $25
B
Ba
Barnes
r
& Noble gift card or $25 to your CarolinaCard

Last Friday’s Winner: Zack Terefenko
Year: Junior
Hometown: Reading, PA
Fun Fact: Zack is left-handed

Cello Professor Robert Jesselson
gave a rare look into his personal
history Wednesday night when he
delivered the latest installment in
Carolina Scholar Association’s Last
Lecture series.
“This should be called my first
lecture, I usually don’t talk much in
the classes I teach,” Jesselson said.
“Most of my students don’t even
know my personal background.”
Jesselson’s parents escaped
from Germany during World War
II and moved to the United States.
Later in life, Jesselson’s parents
brought him back to Germany,
where he saw where they lived and
learned how hard they had worked.
“My parents never looked back
and gave me so many opportunities
to succeed,” Jesselson said.

While Jesselson said he always
had a love for music, he did not
take up cello seriously until the age
of 21. His music career took off
quickly after that, and eventually he
ended up at USC.
“I am grateful to have had the
opportunity to shape the School
of Music here at USC,” Jesselson
said.
Jesselson went on to discuss
the impor tance of teachers
at every level of education, and
said being a teacher in Jewish or
Chinese cultures is a position of
prominence.
“Teachers are not as revered here
as in other cultures,” Jesselson
said.
— Compiled by Matthew DeMarco

I am grateful to have had
the opportunity to shape the
School of Music here at USC.”
— Robert Jesselson
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Summit should lead
to increased funding
USC sorely needs more state
f u nd i ng. Pre sident H a r r is Pa st ide s
made a convincing case in his State of
the University address last month that
legislators should appease this request .
We’ll know soon whether his pleas were
heard.
G ov. Ni k k i
“No university on H a l e y a n d
other state
earth educates
politicians
more South
convened
Carolinians than a t a h i g h e r
education
we do, and
summit today.
second doesn’t T h e t o p i c ?
Reforming the
even come
flawed funding
close. If this
criteria for state
doesn’t merit
u n iversit ies.
We b e l i e v e
more funding,
that, regardless
nothing does.”
of which
c r it e r i a t h e y
choose, USC shou ld have a f u nding
increase in its near future.
Gov. Haley wants funding to be based on
which schools educate the South Carolina
workforce the best.
That’s a check for USC. No university
on earth educates more South Carolinians
than USC does, and second doesn’t even
come close . We boost the employment
rates in this state more than any other
school. If that doesn’t merit more funding,
nothing does.
USC a lso happens to be t he on ly
research institution in South Carolina.
That has to be worth something.
I n a d d i t i o n , U S C ’s m a d e e v e r y
improvement the state has asked it to. The
i’s are dotted, the t’s crossed, and now it
deserves a reward. Sadly, only 10 percent
of our funding comes from the state, and
that’s got to change.
Haley also said “we are not going to
fund universities based on football tickets.”
That’s fine. But if it were, we’d just like
to point out, USC would be a shoo-in for
all the state cash available there as well.
What’s Clemson ranked again?
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Apple must adapt to stay on top
Successful corporation
has new competition
Everybody wants to talk about
Apple these days, and I can’t blame
t hem for t hat. Wit h its modest
beginnings and long periods of
stagnant growth and even loss, today
they are unquestionably the biggest
A mer ic a n compa ny i n h istor y.
According to the latest
figures the company is
now worth over $623
billion and wit h t he
release of the iPhone
5 that number might
soon reach a n even
higher peak. Looking
Wojciech
at t he long term
Danak
future of the company,
Third-year
h o w e v e r, i t n e e d s
international
business student to u ndergo ser iou s
changes in its business
strategy if they wish to remain the
top dog.
Apple is known for its amazing
i n novat ion i n computer s, mp3
players, cell phones and tablets. As
far as computers go, Macs have a
huge list of loyal fans, and t he
Macbook A ir was the first of its
kind in the new line of ultrathin
laptops. However, looking at both
t he recent t rend of decreasi ng
PC sales and the introduction of
numerous ultrabooks, which surpass
the Macbook in hardware, Apple
has found itself having to compete
in a highly innovative and dynamic
market . With Apple’s strategy of
long periods between new products,
they might find themselves out of
the loop very soon. The same thing
goes for its smartphone branch. The
iPhone 5 was recently released to

the public and, as always, people
waited all night in front of the Apple
stores to get their hands on the new
piece of technolog y. W hat made
this iPhone different from most
of its predecessors was its lack of a
defining new future to bring it ahead
of the competition. Apple’s current
market share of the smartphone
industry lingers at 33 percent which
put s it i n second place beh i nd
Google’s Androids. Without drastic
innovation, which so many people
got accustomed to from Apple, it
will only be a matter of time before
those loyal customers trade up for
another provider whose phones will
surpass the iPhone line in hardware
capabi l it ies. However, t he one
sector where Apple is still defi nitely
holding the lead is the tablet market.
IPads account for about 70 percent
of the global tablet market with
Samsung coming in second with
just 9.2 percent this past quarter.
What Apple did better than many
other companies was establishing
a w ide array of apps a nd ot her
content which became available to
their customers with the purchase
of an iPad. Other companies relied
heavily on hardware upgrades and
low costs, which apparently wasn’t
what the customers were looking
for this time. With new entrants
to the tablet market like Google’s
Nexus tablets and Window’s Surface
though, Apple might soon find itself
competing on similar terms as it
does now in the PC and smartphone
markets. Apple needs to reinvent
it s r e s e a r c h a nd de v elo p me nt
department to maintain its foothold
in the market and keep its customer
base.

No matter what was going
on la st yea r , no one cou ld
avoid t a l k i ng, he a r i ng, or
seeing something about Jerry
Sandusky. We’ve all heard the
stor ies about t he ma n who
used his significant power as an
athletic coach at one of the most
recognizable universities to
molest countless children. The
historical downfall
of the supposedly
“sa i nt ly ” head
c o ac h of Pe n n
State, Joe Paterno,
as wel l as ma ny
top-level figures
Dashawn at the universit y
only served to add
Bryant
to the debacle.
Second-year
mass
When Sandusky
communications h a s b e e n a s k e d
student
about his actions,
he has repeatedly
stuck to the claim that he is
innocent and that he would
never indulge in the horrible
allegations he has been charged
with . But no matter what the
sentence that would be levied
ag a i n st for mer Pen n St ate
assistant coach Jerry Sandusky,
to many, it wouldn’t be enough.
As a rising athletic program
here at the South Carolina,
we put the utmost trust in our
coaches so that they’ll lead our
student-athletes not only to
success on the field, but success
in the classroom. The damage
done to Penn State’s reputation
was bad, but it pa les i n
comparison to the damage done
to the reputation of coaches.
Sandusky’s sentence, a service
of 30 to 60 years in prison, is
not enough, even though his
life will undoubtedly come to
an end while imprisoned. In
a day and age where coaches
are looked at more and more as
substitute parents, this scandal
diminishes the trust that we
put in those that our studentathletes trust.

Both parties hypocritical in poll responses
Supporters must agree, once and for all,
on what pre-election numbers really show
Oh, those dastardly polls.
They seem to have done it again. Desperately
conf using most people and giv ing some t he
ammunition they need to do their jobs, is it
possible that we are really are putting too much
stock into their numbers?
We need to realize that they are, in fact, merely
blips on the political map, snapshots in time
where about 1,000 registered voters told a pollster
over their landline who they were going to vote
for.
I have a problem with the amount of words that
have been completely wasted about how all these
polls are skewed in the direction of President
Barack Obama and how they are just being used
to try to affect how the American people perceive
this election.
I got really sick of giving a smile-and-nod to my
friends who complained about the polls when they

were in the favor of Mitt Romney.
Wow, how things can change so suddenly.
Now, Romney is leading most polls after his
admitted walloping of President Obama in last
Wed ne sday ’s debate . Somehow,
t he pre sident c a me of f look i ng
extremely hollow and dejected and
not surprisingly, the effect showed
up in the polls this week. So now
the people who were scoffi ng at the
validity of these polls are still going
Stephen
to spurn the idea of allowing polls
Barry
to affect their view of the election,
Third-year
right?
journalism
Of course not! This week, the exact
student
same people are now creating quite
the hoopla around their candidate.
This week those polls just conf irm to those
people that their candidate actually does have a
snowball’s chance in hell of actually swaying the
American people. Imagine that. Romney is fi nally
winning votes; I never thought I would see the
day.

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p a g e i s t o s t i mu l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be
submitted via email to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words
in length and include the author’s name,

There are really only two possibilities: Either
the polls are misleading, like the Romney camp
was shouting last week, and the Obama camp
is shout ing t his week, or t hey are unbiased,
rough predictions of how the nation views the
candidates. Notice the “rough predictions” part
of that last sentence. The pre-election polls gauge
a small segment of the population and generalize
those findings to the rest of the nation. These
polls aren’t going to crown the next president,
or any politician for that matter, so why do we
continue to treat them as if they do? There surely
have to be other things going on that are more
worthy of front page coverage. We’re all sick of
hearing about the afternoon poll bump Romney
got after Obama capitalized on the momentum he
received with a poll bump after breakfast.
All that I really want here is some consistency.
Let’s all just decide right now to make up our
minds, once and for all, on whether we like polls
or do not, and then act and formulate opinions. If
done in reverse order, you tend to sound trivial,
and trivial people get the smile-and-nod.

year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Daily Gamecock and must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily
Gamecock, let us know about it. Email sagcked@mailbox.
sc.edu and we will print the correction in our next issue.

CONTACT INFORMATION

The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper of
the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall and
spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception of
university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The Daily
Gamecock are those of the editors or author and not those of the University
of South Carolina.
The Board of Student Publications and Communications is the publisher
of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media is the
newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student-activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies
may be purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media
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“We are fragile, we are human; We are
shaped by the light we let through us.”
— Thompson Square
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Country acts honor South at State Fair
Thompson Square, Colt Ford open
Pepsi Grandstand Wednesday night
Chloe Gould

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Ju s t b e s ide t he br ight f uc h s i a
Euroslide, and beyond the tall, shining
Ferris wheel, the Pepsi Grandstand
flashed red, white and blue lights across a
crowd clutching oversized stuffed teddy
bears and sticks of pink cotton candy.
It was opening night of the South
Carolina State Fair Wednesday, and the
spirit of the South ruled the evening
with performances by married country
crooners Shawna and Keifer Thompson
of Thompson Square and Colt Ford.
The opening act was something. Ford,
an Athens, Ga., native , humbly took
off his black cowboy hat and confessed:
“Them G amecock s are going on,
aren’t they? You beat the hell out of my
Bulldogs.”
Ford brands himself a country rapper.
It’s really a one-man genre, and he’s
covered it more than any artist should.
Rap is a loosely applied term — I
would, in fact, love to see Jay-Z and
K a nye on eit her side of t he selfproclaimed redneck country artist. Just
for the sport of it. His songs are longrunning, almost always flat takes on
America, God, single-wide trailers and
dirt roads.
Jason Aldean tried his hand at the rap
game once, with the song “Dirt Road
Anthem.” It made the country charts,
but the chorus (the actual rap), is what
is best described as hard times. Ford
wrote it.
In fact, his set was an extended version
of that rap, but much worse. A personal
favorite was what he called his version of
a love song: “Chicken & Biscuits.”

Photos by Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Shawna and Keifer Thompson of Thompson Square perform at the State Fair Wednesday.
It described his lady as, “way hotter
than the South Carolina asphalt.”
And really, is there a more flattering
compliment?
Ford then took a brief break from
the mic and moved to the drums. He
introduced his drummer, Rick Brothers,
and listed a few key details, including,
“He drives a Camaro!” The crowd broke
into a cheer.
Brothers, shamelessly sporting a
pair of acid-wash jeans, took to center
stage for an off-key rendition of Bon
Jovi’s “Livin’ On a Prayer.” It was very
much like a night at the karaoke bar,

up through Brother’s closing pose: a
bicep curl that showcased his upper-arm
tattoo.
Ford ran to the front and called for the
audience to hold up all their lighters and
cell phones in the air, “like fireflies on a
Carolina night.” He also noted that his
buddy, Aldean, special requested a video
of the Carolina crowd during Ford’s
performance of “Dirt Road Anthem.”
The country rapper, who was wearing
sunglasses between the hours of 7 and
8 p.m., handed the chorus over to the
audience. It quickly fell flat, with a few
pockets of teenage girls in cowboy boots

and the scattered baseball-capped fathers
holding up the bulk of the lyrics.
Then, just when you’d have assumed
there was really nothing left to see, Ford
rolled into some pelvic thrusts and a
monotone “Sexy and I Know It.”
He gave a shout out to his friend
Porkchop from “Ice Road Truckers,” and
closed with a song that revolved around
this chorus: “Meet me at the Waffle
House, it’s going down / I just found out
my old lady’s been messin’ around.”
The saving grace was headlining act
Thompson Square.
“Love and Marriage” by Frank Sinatra
began to play through the speakers, with
the dark stage building on the hype of
the chart-topping couple.
The two appeared on stage steps,
side by side, Shawna in a tiered white
dress and Keifer in a black leather jacket.
Their voices and between-song banter
were in sync.
They played through familiar favorites
like “I Got You,” and stood center
stage, arm-in-arm as they sang, “What
my arms are wrapped around, that’s
enough.” It doesn’t get much sweeter.
Until, of course, they stood at the
front of the stage, face-to-face and sang
“All the Way.” Shawna rested her head
on Keifer’s left shoulder as he strummed
the electric guitar.
The st age l ight s went low, a nd
they simply sang the chorus of Bruce
Springsteen’s “I’m On Fire.” Keifer then
moved into a long-winded riff with the
band’s guitarist.
That last part was lost on most of the
arena, and only earned a slight applause.
But it was great.
The night was full of name-dropping,
from Colt Ford’s set to the Thompsons’.
It was like all three were under contract
COUNTRY ● 10

Justin Townes Earl to preserve
American music at Jam Room
Singer/songwriter to play outdoor set at music festival Saturday
Kristyn Winch

KWINCH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

For Justin Townes Earle , playing a
free show changes the atmosphere of
the whole evening.
“It’s a really good way to bring a
certain enthusiasm to the crowd that you
might not otherwise get,” Earle said.
The A merican singer/songwriter will
bring his folk t unes to Columbia t his
weekend as part of the Jam Room Music
Festival, a free day of music on Columbia’s
Main Street.
Earle, t he son of
country artist Steve
Earle, expects a
big crowd due
to the nonex istent
admission
price.

Courtesy of Joshua Black Wilkins

Justin Townes Earl will play a set of his self-described American music Saturday on Main Street.

“Especially in these hard times right
now, a lot of people are...not able to afford
a night out anymore. But they can afford
a day out to a festival that’s free if all you
have to do is buy something to eat and
drink,” he said.
While Earle is playing an outdoor set at
Jam Room and another festival gig at Fall
for Greenville in the Upstate on Sunday,
he prefers playing more intimate, indoor
shows.
“I’m a big fan of playing clubs,” Earle
said. “What little control you do have kind
of goes up in the air at an outdoor festival.”
Earle has been performing since age 14
when he and a friend headed to New York
City, leaving a troubled past behind.
“I knew that my schooling was getting
ready to come to an end. I’d never really
done anything but sell drugs and things
like that,” Earle said.
He lef t home w it h t he i ntent ion of
pursuing music and never looked back.
“And from that day, that’s all I’ve done,”
Earle said.
Earle doesn’t like to categorize his music
by genre, but he does t hink his sound
JAM ROOM ● 10
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Fall Break: Quick
road trips mapped
out across the state
Scarowinds, Folly Beach among 5 key spots
for last-minute drives for mid-semester vacation
Mary Cathryn Armstrong

MARMSTRONG@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

If you’re a student at the University of South Carolina, today is a very special day
for you — and no, it’s not just Thirsty Thursday. Today not only marks the halfway
point of this semester (thank goodness), but it also means that fall break is a mere
week away. While many of you will be taking fancy vacations or heading home for
the long weekend to visit family and wash a few loads of laundry, the rest of us will
be keeping an eye on Columbia. But just because you’re “staying in” for this break,
doesn’t mean you can’t explore the great state outside of the capital city. South
Carolina has a lot to offer, some of which even you natives may not know about. And
don’t worry; not every road trip has to involve backseat games of mini checkers with
only half the pieces and your older brother playing the “I’m not touching you” game.

South of the Border, Dillon, S.C.
Distance from Columbia: 1 hour 54 minutes
If you’ve ever been cruising along up I-95 North, chances are you may have passed
the giant Mexican man towering over the road amidst a bevy of twinkling lights and
giant, saucer-sized sombreros. South of the Border, which got its start in 1949 as a
small beer stand, has blossomed into a commune for the kitsch, offering visitors a
chance to experience dining, shopping and lodging all done fiesta-style (the main
restaurant is even in the shape of a sombrero). The tourist hot spot even boasts a
reptile lagoon, amusement park and a 200-foot-tall observation tower that looks out
over a massive expanse of trees and grasslands (also sombrero-shaped). It’s funky and
it’s fun, and you’ll have more than enough opportunities to snap some Instagramworthy pictures.

Folly Beach
Distance from Columbia: 2 hours 15 minutes
Known to many as the “Edge of America,” Folly Beach has garnered a statewide
reputation as one of the most laid-back, relaxed places to kick back with your feet in
the sand and your Corona in a koozie. To only be a few hours away from Columbia,
this beach feels like it’s in another state altogether; natives mingle shoeless around
the local bars and seafood eateries after a long day riding the waves at the washout.
There’s no big chains on the island itself, so you’re left to picking up that toothbrush
you forgot at Bert’s, a locally run market that caters to the island aficionado, stocked
up with detergent, organic treats, wine and just about anything else you’d need for
an extended weekend — or maybe even longer.

Caesar’s Head State Park
Distance from Columbia: 2 hours 23 minutes
You may not be able to take a long trip up to the Rocky Mountains, but Caesar’s
Head State Park is even closer and just as beautiful. There are a number of trails
available ranging from 1/2 mile to 10 miles to suit just about any hiking enthusiast,
and there’s also fishing and camping available at designated areas on site. Caesar’s
Head is also an active bird-watching spot, and this month is the perfect time to
catch the hawk migration through the territory. The park even caters to the modern

man, offering free wireless internet in a vast majority of the area. If you’re lucky
(or perhaps not) you may catch a glimpse of a native black bear or an endangered
green salamander. The breathtaking landscape comes complete with five powerful
waterfalls and the turning leaves make this fall break more than appropriate for a
quick visit.

Scarowinds
Distance from Columbia: 1 hour 26 minutes
Okay, so technically this is on the border of North and South Carolina, and
technically it’s a theme park, but if you’re a fan of all things blood and guts, this is
the place to be. Every weekend night at 7 p.m., the park opens up to the darkness,
inviting in all kinds of wicked clowns, cleaver-wielding butchers and evil dolls that
have had a little too much playtime. All the rides are still open, but to get to each
area, you need only walk through a few corn mazes or a creepy dance club which
throbs with gushing blood. Not too hard right? At Scarowinds, you’re never safe;
a host of terrifying characters are constantly on the prowl in the park, popping up
behind you while you’re waiting in line or chasing you out of the water squirting
game. It’s all in fun of course — just watch out for the guy with the chainsaw. We’re
still not quite sure if he works there.

Pawleys Island
Distance from Columbia: 3 hours, 8 minutes
Pawleys is one of the most historic beaches on the South Carolina coastline, and
it certainly has the roots and beauty to show it. The island itself is only inhabited
by locals or near-locals year-round, and the only beach houses allowed range
from shabby shacks to upscale complexes. Like Folly, Pawleys boasts a laid-back
atmosphere, and you need not travel far to pick up a delicious local seafood dinner
or a new hammock from the nationally acclaimed Pawleys Island Hammock Shops.
The coastline is dotted with jetties and perfect seashells come to shore when the tide
is low. The weekend may go by fast, but time moves a little bit slower when you’re
swinging in a hammock.
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dist inct ly belongs to t his
country.
“I consider myself to be an
American musician,” Earle
said. “I’m an American music
preservationist.”
The singer cites musicians
Ji l l P u g , Jo e M c C au l l y ,
To w n e s Va n Z a n d t a n d
Woody Guthrie as some of
his biggest inspirations.
Ea rle’s favor ite pa r t of
tou r i ng i s t r avel i ng a nd
waking up in a different city
every day.
“I love kind of the nomadic
nature of it,” Earle said. “I
grew up k ind of bouncing
around so I just feel really
comfortable out on the road.
I feel like I’m in my element.
I know how to live out on the
road.”
While the tracks on Earle’s
latest a lbu m, “ Not h i ng’s
G on n a C h a nge t he Way
You Feel About Me Now,”
have a different vibe than

the country-driven “Harlem
R iver Blues,” t he singer’s
back ing band is the same,
ju st w it h t he add it ion of
horns.
“The next record I make,
wh ich I’m i n t he process
of mak ing right now, will
act ually be t he f irst t ime
I change my band,” Earle
sa id, add i ng t hat he w i l l
be cha ng i ng t he rhy t h m
section.
I n add it ion to w r it i ng
ly rics, Earle does t he
instrumental arrangements
for his songs, though crafting
a complete tune takes time.
“ I ’m a v e r y s l o w a n d
patient song writer,” Earle
said. “I never fi nish songs in
a day. I hardly ever fi nish one
in a week.”
And while Earle is working
on a new album, don’t expect
to hear any tracks from it
this time around.

“ I h ave n’t ac t u a l l y
completed a song yet for the
new record,” Earle said.
Ea rle may do a l l t he
arranging, but he only plays
one instrument — guitar —
and leaves the rest of the
sound to his band.
“I st ick w it h
t h e g u i t a r,”
Earle said.
“The reason I
keep work ing
w it h t h e s a m e
musicians is because I
need somebody that can
speak my language.”
Ea rle w i l l play on Ja m
Room’s Main Street Stage
at 7 p.m. Saturday. For more
information on the festival,
visit jamroommusicfestival.
com.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
Courtesy of Joshua Black Wilkins

Go to dailygamecock.com and
click survey for your chance to win!

October 10-21!
Good food, Good times
www.scstatefair.org
Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Colt Ford, a country rapper, opened Wednesday’s show with a set of originals and covers.
COUNTRY ● Continued from 8
by the entire genre. Thompson Square
told us about a text exchange between
Keifer and Darius Rucker regarding
the football stadium and the Carolina
crowd. Darius said hello.
The audience also got the debut
performance of the duo’s new single “If
I Didn’t Have You,” off their new album
due out this spring.
However, the most well-received song
of the night was “Glass.” Blue stage
lights beamed down on Shawna as she
slowly opened the touching track. She
then turned to face Keifer, sharing the
in-hand microphone for the second half
of the ballad.
However, despite any review or record
sales, Ford was definitely the crowd
favorite.

Between sets, fans standing in the
pit returned to the pool of fair food
and rickety rides, and as the Thompson
Square set continued, more started to
straggle away.
There was no cheer or enraged
shouting for “one more song,” but the
country couple came back for an encore.
After half the Grandstand cleared out.
It was “A re You Gonna K iss Me
or Not” and Shawna’s hope was that
someone on the Ferris wheel would
“hear it and get lucky tonight.”
Halfway through the song, Keifer
looked into the crowd and saw a man
wearing a shirt that said, “Are You Going
to Marry Me or Not?” The woman
standing by his side was in tears.
She said yes.
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EMPLOYMENT
Experienced Personal
Trainers Needed
Located a mile from campus.
Contact Anne Marie for
details. 803.799.9455
Email mfulmer44@aol.com

LINE AD RATES

1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

terrorism forces
us to make a

ADDITIONAL INFO

Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters

choice. We can be
afraid. Or

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days.
All prices include: Round-trip
luxury party cruise.
Accommodations on the
island at
your choice of 13 resorts.
Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018
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we can be ready.

Your most
important
meeting of
the day.

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

ready
www.ready.gov

DEADLINE

1-800-BE-ready

Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

OPPORTUNITIES

He’s eager for your real world skills. To learn about the business world, and
acquire the knowledge he needs to succeed. We give you the tools to help you
teach young people about money management and how business works.

$BARTENDING$, $300/Day
Potential, NO EXPERIENCE
NEC.Training Available.
800-965-6520 XT253

To provide hands on experiences that prepare them to compete in
the workforce. Learn more about Junior Achievement at http://centralsc.ja.org



Your skills. Their future.
(803) 252-1974 • centralsc.ja.org

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE
“I AM MY OWN WIFE”
8 p.m., $15
Trustus Side Door Theatre, 520
Lady St.
AMERICAN LEASION, PSYCHO
SPOON, STONELINE
8 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.

TOMORROW

Hey, USC! Follow us:

@thegamecock

TODAY
JACOB JOHNSON, DOUG
MCDONALD
7 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $10
Conundrum Music Hall,
626 Meeting St.

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Get down to the actual
work for the next t wo
days. Get your ideas into
ac t ion w it hout delay.
You’re gaining respect.
Pay attention to details.
Love flows both ways.

Tap another source of
revenue, looking at all
p o s s ible a ngle s . T he
upcoming days are quite
profitable (and you’re very
popular). Don’t fall for a
sob story. Think about
the future.

Work r e q u i r e s mor e
attention (and is more
rewarding) for the next
few days. Learn so you’re
stronger and wiser next
time. Crossing a body of
water looks interesting.

Taurus

Take more time for play
over the next couple of
days and be rewarded. Or
at least take everything
with a grain of salt and
a good sense of humor.
Consider all possibilities.
Question authority.

Gemini

Stay true to your vision
and commitments, even
as you revise them. It’s
a good t ime to f ind a
bargain. Allow your feet
to take you where they
want.

Cancer

Study the situation for
a while. Meet with an
important client or family
member, and listen as if
you’re paying gold for
e ver y word. Pr ac t ice
something you love.

Virgo

You have extra confidence
s t a r t i n g t o d a y. You r
actions speak louder than
words, so ma ke t hem
count. Gather practical
information and advance.
Remember an important
appointment.

Libra

You’re entering a pensive
phase. It’s easy to get
sidetracked (which can
be usef ul somet imes).
Focus on taking actions
you’re especially qualified
for, e ven i f it mea n s
postponing play.

Scorpio

Play, but remember your
budget. If it seems too
good to be true, it may be.
Consider consequences.
You have more friends
than you realized. Follow
the rules.

JAM ROOM MUSIC FESTIVAL
KICKOFF PARTY: DEBONING
METHOD, LAZER/WULF, ABACUS
7 p.m., $5
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.
DAVEY WILLIAMS, LADONNA
SMITH, KEVIN GREEN
7 p.m. doors / 8 p.m. show, $8
Conundrum Music Hall,
626 Meeting St.
10/11/12

Capricorn

Use today and tomorrow
to plan the actions for the
rest of the year. Do the
necessary research, but
don’t believe everything
you read. Keep the money
in the bank.

Aquarius

M a ke s u re you’re
l i n k i ng up w it h a n
expert, especially around
funding. There’s power in
numbers. Provide yourself
with what you need, but
don’t get complacent.
Travel light this time.

Pisces

Let go of stale fantasies.
Invest in the right tools
to save money in the long
run. There’s a change in
plans; take care. Outdoor
walk s are especially
romantic.

10/11/12

1 2 3 4

for 10/10/12

1 TWA rival
6 Med. care
providers
10 Frequent ESPN
subject
14 Amtrak express
15 Four-star
16 Bee, for one
17 PricewaterhouseCoopers, e.g.?
20 Fitting
21 Hops heater
22 Tweaks, say
23 Aqua Velva
alternative
24 German GM
subsidiary
25 Original
Roanoke
settlement?
31 Football Hall of
Fame locale
32 Title acquired at
church, perhaps
33 Losing line
34 Reacted to a
dealer’s request
35 Used to be
36 “It Wasn’t All
Velvet”
autobiographer
38 Caustic stuff
39 Goal
40 Blew up
41 Actress failing to
live up to
expectations?
45 Gives support to
46 Toon
wisecracker
47 __ center
50 Get useful
material from
51 Lyric poem
54 Bit of style in
one’s blood?
57 Venetian arch
shape
58 City SSW of
Moscow
59 Toss out
60 Goes after
61 Unlikely track
winners
62 Hamburger
helper’s reward?
DOWN
1 Out-of-favor
sunscreen
ingredient
2 Lingerie size
3 Robin’s digs
4 Ring icon
5 Graham, for one

6 __ II: 1961-’99
Moroccan king
7 Almost all
8 Mich. neighbor
9 Celestial
creatures
10 Incendiary gel
11 “I Spy” co-star
12 “Joy is __ of love
by which you
can catch souls”:
Mother Teresa
13 Many “Suits”
characters: Abbr.
18 Avoid restaurant
crowds, perhaps
19 It may be halfbaked
23 Prado pictures
24 Lock inserts
25 Sonya’s uncle, in
an 1899 Moscow
premiere
26 Maker of some
drivers
27 Muslim leaders
28 “Casablanca”
actor
29 Strawberry, e.g.
30 Pigeon tail?
31 Range rover
35 English court
attire
36 Singled out
37 Big-eyed birds
39 Words that

Solutions from 10/10/12

replace details
40 Place to relax
42 Coquette’s asset
43 Rare clock
number
44 Govt. notes
47 Fiscal execs
48 Milan meat
sauce
49 “So that’s how
it is”
50 Video CD ﬁle
format
51 Big name in
chemicals
52 House

addition
53 Room addition
55 Gp. with many
arms
56 “On the
Waterfront”
Oscar winner __
Marie Saint
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Clowney still learning, improving
USC defensive end
dealing with spotlight

Women’s soccer hosts LSU,
Ole Miss near schedule’s end

Isabelle Khurshudyan

Paulina Berkovich

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

W hen sophomore defensive end
Jadeveon Clowney first got to campus, he
and South Carolina coach Steve Spurrier
had a conversation about the inevitable.
“It was like, ‘These guys are going to
come in and blow you up and make you
into this big shot and stuff. Don’t let that
get to your head,’” Clowney said. “I just
said, ‘Yes, sir.’ That’s all he was telling
me.”
Through the first half of Clowney’s
second season as a Gamecock, he’s already
receiving ringing endorsements from
national media, like Yahoo’s Dan Wetzel,
for the Heisman Trophy, awarded to
the country’s top college football player.
Defensive line coach Brad Lawing doesn’t
believe Clowney has a finish line, and
as the 6-foot-6-inch, 256-pound star
continues to learn and improve, the
spotlight will only shine brighter.
“He’s gotten a lot of attention and he’s
handled it well, handled it very well,”
Spurrier said. “We all know he’s a threeyear player, which is fine. At Kentucky
(for basketball), they only get them one
year and they’re happy with one-year
players. At least in college football, we get
them three years, those guys you know
are first-round picks. That’s pretty good,
really. You get them for three.”
Lawing said he tells Clowney all of
the time that it’s up to him whether he’ll
be a first-round NFL draft choice or the
first overall draft pick, already suggesting
having a Senior Day for him after his
junior season because it’s no secret he’ll
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want to declare for the NFL early with USC defensive end Jadeveon Clowney (7) had two sacks on UGA quarterback Aaron Murray.
his unique talent. It’s Lawing’s way of
“His knowledge of the game is at a
challenging Clowney.
someone always had to spoon-feed
So far this season, Clowney has 25 total Clowney the plays when he was in last year higher level than what it has been,” Lawing
tackles, with 11.5 tackles for loss and 6.5 because he didn’t have enough knowledge said. “He’s just getting smarter and
sacks. Though Clowney came to USC of the defense. It hasn’t been an issue for smarter. ... He’ll have a busted assignment
every now and then like they all do, but
with a talent Lawing didn’t want to keep Clowney this year.
With better comprehension of the that’s a lack of concentration and not a lack
off the field, Lawing promised Clowney
when he was recruiting him that if he plays, Clowney can notice more during a of knowledge.”
No one can know for sure if Clowney
became a Gamecock, Lawing would coach game. He was able to pick up on Georgia
him and correct his bad habits. Lawing’s quarterback Aaron Murray tapping the will be the first overall draft pick or
kept his promise, defensive coordinator center’s leg before the snap last Saturday, just a first-round pick, but just as his
Lorenzo Ward said, calling him the “bad getting a jump on each snap because he knowledge of the defense has improved,
cop” because he’s hard on Clowney in knew when it was coming. Clowney said he so has his understanding of how to handle
practice. Ward said he’s the “good cop,” probably would’ve been too wrapped up in the hype surrounding him and the No.
thinking about what he was supposed to be 3 Gamecocks. There are also people to
always encouraging Clowney.
“I think in [Clowney’s] mind, sometimes doing on the play last year instead of just coach him through that as well.
“[Lawing is] always preaching that,”
he thinks I’m harder on him,” Lawing instantly knowing.
He’s also using his hands more because Clowney said. “He says, ‘Don’t listen to
said. “I learned a long time ago that’s the
way you’ve got to train defensive linemen. when he was in high school, he was much the media. Don’t listen to nobody. Just
You’ve got to be tough and hard on them, bigger and stronger than everyone around come out here and play and keep taking it
and all of the good ones, they all appreciate him so he could only use his shoulders. But one day at a time and one team at a time.’”
now he said he needs his hands to create
it because it’s a hard position to play.”
Lawing knew Clowney had the ability separation since “they don’t call holding Comments on this story?
to make plays on the field, but he said penalties.”
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Gamecocks hoping to bounce back
Volleyball looks to overcome 6-game
losing skid against Alabama at home
Matt DeMarco
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A f ter b ei ng s wept by
LSU, the South Carolina
volleyball team w ill

attempt to get back into
the win column on Friday
when they host A labama
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Coach Scott Swanson said Bethanie Thomas (16) has played well.

USC seeks
strong finish

at 7 p.m.
“[A l ab a m a] i s a g o o d
match for us, and we are
st a r t i ng to play a l it t le
b it b e t t e r, a n d w e a r e
back home, so that always
helps with the home court
ad v a nt a g e ,” s a id c o ac h
Scott Swanson. “I do think
we have some ser ious
challenges with their two
outside [hitters], their very
good middle [hitters] and
their libero.”
In the 3-0 loss to LSU,
t he f i r st t wo set s were
closely contested, but the
t hird set was a different
story. LSU dominated play
and won the set handily to
win the match in straight
sets.
“There was just a lack of
execution under pressure,
a nd we lo s t f o c u s i n a
couple of areas,” Swanson
s a id . “ We a r e j u s t not
blocking or playing good
enough defense to help
o u r s e l v e s o u t i n t ho s e
crucial situations.”
T he G a mecock s have
lost six straight matches
since starting the season
13- 0 and are just 2- 6 in
conference play.
Swanson said the team
has been working hard this
week on t heir defensive
play. He also said that the
team is putting more of an
emphasis on blocking and
digs during practice.

A g a i n s t L S U, j u n io r
o u t s i d e h it t e r Ju l i e t t e
Thévenin had 18 kills to
le ad t he t e a m a nd w a s
SEC Offensive Player of
the Week Sept. 17. Despite
t h at , Swa n son sa id t he
G a me c o c k s need ot her
players to step up to be
able to win SEC matches.
“ We have had severa l
players step up at different
t imes, but it seems l ike
when Ju l iet te Théven i n
has a bad match, Bethanie
Thomas w ill step up,
but t hen when Juliet te’s
having a good match we
don’t have anyone else to
help out,” Swanson said.
“ We ne e d e v e r y o ne t o
play better to win an SEC
match and that has been
our challenge.”
Swanson said his team is
an underdog to virtually
every SEC team they face,
which he said is why it’s
crucial that the team stay
foc used a nd t a ke it one
game at a time.
“It would be nice
if ever ything came
together,” Swanson said. “I
want us to play relentless
defense l ike we d id last
yea r. It ju st seem s l i ke
we a re not cl ic k i ng on
defense.”
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With five conference games
remaining this season, South
Carolina w ill look to bu ild
momentum from its first SEC
win when it hosts LSU and Ole
Miss this weekend.
The Gamecocks defeated the
Bulldogs 1-0, taking the lead
on a goal by junior Gabrielle
Gilbert and keeping Georgia
off the scoreboard with a strong
defensive effort in the second
half, led by sophomore goalie
Sabrina D’Angelo’s four secondhalf saves.
“We had to play as a group
and finish the game,” said coach
Shelley Smith. “You’re up a
goal and you have to make sure
you take advantage of that and
play for another 45 minutes and
not give up anything. You have
to continue to play and stick
together like they did in that
first half.”
Redshirt senior Dani Henry
and sophomore Andie Romness
led the Gamecocks’ defensive
effort, and freshman Caroline
Gray added 44 minutes off the
bench. Gilbert started the game
on defense, but the substitution
of sophomore Christa Neary,
who played the remainder of the
game, allowed her to move up
and play forward.
Gilbert’s goal was her second
of the season, sparking an offense
that has struggled to score all
season. USC has 14 goals in its
14 matches and has been held
scoreless six times.
“A n y g o a l i s h u g e , a n d
[Gilbert] has come up w it h
some big ones for us,” Smith
said. “Her effort all year has
been tremendous. We put her in
several positions on the field, and
she’s made a difference in all of
them. Scoring goals is huge, so
a credit to Gabby and what she’s
brought to the field for us.”
Gilbert is one of the veterans
on an offense that relies heavily
on new players. Freshman Raina
Johnson and sophomore A li
Whitney earned their first starts
of the season against Georgia.
Freshman Coryn Bajema, who
is tied for the team lead with
three goals this season, played 63
minutes off the bench.
Having started every game
t h is season, Gilber t has
embraced a leadership role on
USC’s offense.
“I think when they’re down,
we’re able to help them and teach
them,” Gilbert said. “I think
we can keep moving forward
and teach them how to make
this program even better than it
already is.”
LSU (6 -5- 4, 2- 4 -2 SEC )
comes into its matchup with
USC after defeating Vanderbilt
1- 0 i n d o u b l e o v e r t i m e .
Freshman midf ielder Haley
Emerson scored her first career
goal in the game’s 108th minute.
The Rebels also won their
most recent conference game,
a 2-0 victory against Kentucky.
Ole M i s s (10 -5, 3 -5 SE C )
is a strong offensive team led
by junior midf ielder Mandy
McCalla and junior forward
Rafaelle Souza, who have scored
10 goals each this season.
USC defeated both teams on
the road last season, with seven
goa ls combi ned i n t he t wo
matches. But none of the players
who scored are on the roster this
season.
With their first conference win
behind them, the Gamecocks
will seek to improve on a 1-43 conference record when it
welcomes its next two SEC rivals
this weekend.
“[The win] was a huge step
for us, and we’re going to keep
working for it to keep getting
those wins because this isn’t the
end,” Gilbert said. “We’ll keep
going.”
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